viii        MODERN ILLUMINATING ENGINEERING.
Illumination would be welcome at the present moment. We
have treated the subject on broad general lines. The initial
portion of the book is devoted mainly to the various illuniinants,
the central portion to photometry and the effect of light on the
eye, and the last part to practical lighting problems. Our
aim has been to bring together matter not usually available in a
single volume, and the subject has been treated in a manner
somewhat different from that adopted in previous text-books
on Illumination.
Naturally, the decision to discuss the subject on these broad
lines forbade our entering deeply into details. The various
branches of Illumination are advancing so rapidly that it is only
possible to indicate roughly present knowledge and experience,
and it is evident that in years to come some revision will be
needed. Text-books dealing with special sections of illuminating
engineering are already beginning to make their appearance,
and will serve to supplement our treatment in a more detailed
manner.
A feature to which we should like to draw attention is the
large number of references, which will enable readers to refer to
the original papers for fuller information. We have allotted
chapters to well-defined divisions of the subject, and have
included a summary of contents at the head of each. This
/                  arrangement, together with the index at the end of the volume,
should enable readers to look up information on specific points
without much difficulty. We have also added a list of the more
important books on lighting that have been published during
I  !               the last five years, together with a few of earlier date which
I   ;                seemed particularly interesting.
I1  ,                   We are fortunate in having secured an exceptional variety of
*; i                illustrations, many of which have appeared in The Illuminating
I1                 Engineer, and are reproduced by the courtesy of the Illuminat-
f ?                    ing Engineering Publishing Co., Ltd.    We may mention that a
! I1                 large proportion  of the photographs were taken by artificial
]}'                light; for this  work we are  indebted  mainly to  our friend
1Mr V. H. Mackinney.